
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
OF COLUMBIA COUNTY, INC.

THE ARCCC, INC. WELCOMES YOU!

The meeting will begin at 7 PM



AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
OF COLUMBIA COUNTY, INC.

GENERAL MEETING
MEETING #139

Tuesday, May 7, 2024
7 PM



INVOCATION



MEETING AGENDA

• Welcome & Introductions
• Presentation: 

– History of Ham Repeaters and First Ham Repeater on an Island
• David Corsiglia (WA6TWF)

• Membership Applications
• Monthly Reports
• Upcoming Events 
• Business Items
• Committee Updates
• Amateur Radio Club of Augusta
• North Augusta Belvedere Radio Club
• East Central/Columbia County ARES
• AmRRON
• Review Motions and Assignments
• Adjourn



SWAP TABLE
Now at 
https://arcccinc.groups.io/g/swapsellortrade/topics

https://arcccinc.groups.io/g/swapsellortrade/topics


Welcome and Introductions

• Please Sign In on the Attendance Log

– Please PRINT Legibly

• Introductions

– QUICKLY Go Around the Room and Provide Your 
Name and Call Sign



Presentation

David Corsiglia (WA6TWF)

History of Ham Repeaters and
 First Ham Repeater on an Island









The very first HAM REPEATERS were put up by 
either broadcast engineers or Motorola 
technicians.• The broadcast engineers were  able 

to get sites on mountain tops and 
the Motorola technicians were able 
to get Motorola radios at cost or 
surplus. 

• The first Motorola radios only had 
one channel, to change frequency 
you had to stop the car, go to the 
trunk where the main part of the 
radio was, and physically change 
the channel elements and then you 
can get back in your car and you are 
on a different repeater channel.

• When the Japanese radios started 
being sold there was sort of a 
rivalry between the radio 
technicians and all the new hams 
that were being created by Gordon 
West radio school. He was training 
between 40 and 60 new technician 
class license folks every month and 
of course these folks did not have 
access to Motorola radios because 
they were very expensive, so they 
bought the new Japanese radios 
that were much smaller, lighter and 
had many more channels. The 
Japanese radios were also much 
less expensive.







One of the most popular Motorola radios was called a 
MOTAC model. The Motorola technicians called the 
new Japanese radios Jap tac's. So at first there was a 
tendency not to invite these new hams on the 
repeaters that Motorola technicians had installed on 
hilltops.  But after a while there were so many new 
hams that formed big clubs, that they were able to raise 
the funds to actually rent space on hilltops and so a 
number of repeaters were installed for these new 
technician class hams

























CATALINA ISLAND CONSERVANCY

• The Catalina Island Conservancy 
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit public 
charity established in 1972 to 
protect and restore Catalina 
Island for future generations to 
experience and enjoy.

• If you're interested in a house 
rental, the average price is $822 
per night. A condo on Santa 
Catalina Island will cost on 
average $859 per night.

• Just off the densely populated 
Southern California coast, 
Catalina Island is home to 
approximately 4,000 year-round 
residents and more than 60 
endangered species of plants 
and animals found nowhere else 
on Earth.

• The Catalina Island Conservancy 
protects 88 percent of Catalina 
Island’s approximately 48,000 
acres, including the region’s 
longest publicly accessible 
undeveloped coastline.



Wrigley purchased the entire 
Island in 1919. William Wrigley 
Jr., the chewing gum tycoon, 
spent an estimated $3.5 
million in 1919 to buy the 
company that controlled Santa 
Catalina Island, 22 miles off the 
coast of southern California.



So I called the Conservancy about 
renting the room in the control tower . I 
explained to them all the benefits of 
ham radio , but basically they said they 
didn't care and they wanted $650 a 
month. Of course we had a real 
problem. But Sam Niles VP of Henry 
radio came to the rescue. Here is what 
happened.



Sam Niles VP of Henry Radio.

• Sam Niles call me and asked that I come up in LA 
to talk to him about putting a repeater on Catalina 
Island. He said possibly Henry radio could help pay 
the $650 a month rent for the repeater site.

Sam was also in charge of marketing and 
advertising for the company. Sam told me the 
company was willing to pay for the rent but 
wanted to use it is as a publicity tool to help 
increase sales of all the new Japanese radios that 
were coming on the market. Kenwood ,Yaesu, 
Icom and a new company called standard 
communications.

Sam would arranged to have the cover of 73 
magazine display the repeater which would be 
easy because Henry radio was a big advertiser in 
the magazine. 





Henry radio in the 70s was the dominant 
electronic sales organization. Henry radio 
not only sold ham equipment, but high-
end audio, commercial two way 
transceivers and photography 
equipment. The movie industry was a 
huge customer for Henry radio. Henry 
radio also had a number of 
manufacturing divisions including, high-
powered tube amplifiers and UHF, VHF 
solid-state amps and trunking radio. 
Henry radio also sold test equipment and 
electronic parts. Henry radio was a very 
profitable successful company at that 
time.

























Prose Walker was a new FCC 

Commissioner at the time.Prose 

Walker was recognized his 

work in obtaining the new 

amateur allocations at 10, 18 

and 24 MHz.







Did I read this correctly?.... proposing licensing repeaters 

? (#23 above)

It was tried years ago.. in the infancy of ham repeaters---

and flopped spectacularly !

If memory serves me, there was a rogue FCC 

commissioner by the name of Prose Walker who had 

some pet plan to gather all this weird data on ham 

repeaters ---frequencies, altitudes, antenna patterns, 

controls--- for some research thingy he was doing--- and 

he made all that a requirement for licensing these 

repeaters.

If you could jump thru all the hoops the FCC licensed you 

with special callsigns starting with "WR" prefixes. Getting 

a license for "automatic control" was practically 

impossible--- the 'powers' required you to have a control 

operator present whenever the repeater was operational.

My grandfather had a cow over this   

So, Yes, you can see why this didn't last long-----





































































































So in conclusion the Catalina Island amateur radio repeater which is still in existence today has been a 
tremendous success. It certainly is one of the most popular repeaters in California. You can hear people 
utilizing the repeater pretty much 24 hours a day. In fact starting every evening there is insomniac net 
which sometimes can go on to 2 o'clock in the morning and over 50 check ins.

The two meter repeater has provided coastal coverage from above Santa Barbara all the way down into 
Mexico.

Because of where the 2 meter repeater was located we experienced ducting to Honolulu. One summer we 
started hearing hams in Honolulu coming through the repeater. We found out that there was a 2 meter 
repeater  on a mountain on the big island of Hawaii on the same frequency pair as the Catalina repeater. 
Also both repeaters use carrier squelch only. No tone decode. We found out that we could talk to the hams 
in Hawaii and they can talk to us. Usually in the summer we would get a couple of days where conditions 
were just right for this DX to take place.

The Catalina repeater Association grew to over 300 members and in 1980 took over the $650 a month 
rental of the repeater site. Later the repeater was moved out of the control tower to a room in the top of 
the hangar building. Additional repeaters were installed for different bands.





Sam Niles the Henry radio VP, was absolutely 
right. The Catalina repeater generated hundreds 
if not thousands of sales of the Japanese radios. 
Henry radio enjoyed a monopoly for 
approximately 10 years. With stores in California 
and the Midwest they were they main sales 
outlet for amateur radio equipment. But in the 
mid-80s Ham Radio Outlet open stores in the San 
Francisco Bay Area and then in Anaheim and San 
Diego. In a few years more, HRO open stores 
through out the United States. In another few 
years HRO took the lead in the United States of 
being the dominant and Ham radio sales 
organization.



Final thoughts

• Be grateful that in the CSRA we 
County governments which 
support amateur radio. We 
should also be very grateful that 
we have people like Walter, 
Rusty, Earl and all those folks in 
the repeater committee they 
give their time and expertise to 
keep all of these repeaters 
going.



Presentation

THANK YOU!!!
David Corsiglia (WA6TWF)

History of Ham Repeaters and
 First Ham Repeater on an Island



UPCOMING EVENTS
• 05-11-2024  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

• 05-11-2024  Forsyth Georgia Tailgate and Swapmeet

• 05-17/18/19-2024 Hamvention – Xenia, OH

• 06-01-2024  Atlanta Hamfestival

• 06-08-2024  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

• 06-15-2024  Knoxville Hamfest and Electronics Convention

• 06-22/23-2024 ARRL Field Day

• 07-13-2024  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

• 08-10-2024  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

• 08-17/18-2024 Huntsville Hamfest

• 08-30/09-01-2024 Shelby Hamfest

• 09-14-2024  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

• 10-05-2024  Oliver Hardy Festival

• 10-05-2024  Rockhill Hamfest



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS

Are there any ARCCC, Inc. Membership 
Applications for consideration?



ARCCC, INC. MONTHLY REPORTS

Treasurer’s Report 
• Update from Treasurer

Secretary’s Report for             
April 2nd, 2024 meeting:

• 04-02-2024 Meeting Minutes

https://www.arccc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/04-02-2024-ARCCC-Inc.-General-Meeting-138-Minutes.pdf


KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS

• Simply visit 
www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com

• Login to your existing account or 
create an account

• Click on Community

• Enter “DF873” and Amateur Radio 
Club of Columbia County, Inc. should 
appear.

• Select our organization and donate!

$24.28 Received!!!

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/


Club Callsign Badges

Order at this link:
https://thesignman.com/clubs/columbiacogacart.html

https://thesignman.com/clubs/columbiacogacart.html


Business Items

• HamClubOnline.com

– **NOTE:  Membership Expiration Notices are sent 60 Days prior to the date 
of expiration.

– **NOTE:  There is a 7 Day Grace period where you can pay and not have to 
reapply for membership.

– ARRL Email Addresses are not valid, please update your email address within 
HamClubOnline
• ARRL Forwarding Email System is unreliable

• Groups.io
– https://groups.io/g/arcccinc

https://groups.io/g/arcccinc








COMMITTEE UPDATES

Directors provide QUICK UPDATES on their committees

• IT
• Repeater
• Net Control
• Volunteer Examiner
• Constitution and Bylaws
• Field Day
• Asset/Inventory
• Nomination

• Chaplain and Visitation
• Fundraising
• Mentoring
• Outreach

Appointed Positions:
• K4KNS Trustee
• Public Information Officer
• QSL Manager



FOX HUNTS

• Beginning March 5, 2024 there 
will be Fox Hunts before each 
ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting 
starting at 6 PM.
– Fox #1 = 146.5650 MHz

– Fox #2 = 146.0000 MHz

• Contact David Corsiglia 
(WA6TWF) for More Info



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• IT Committee

– Email Server Rebuild - TBD



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Outreach Committee

– Columbia County Public Safety and 
Preparedness Day

• April 20, 2024 (9 AM – 2 PM)



04-20-2024 COLUMBIA COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY AND PREPAREDNESS DAY



04-20-2024 COLUMBIA COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY AND PREPAREDNESS DAY



04-20-2024 COLUMBIA COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY AND PREPAREDNESS DAY



04-20-2024 COLUMBIA COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY AND PREPAREDNESS DAY



04-20-2024 COLUMBIA COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY AND PREPAREDNESS DAY



04-20-2024 COLUMBIA COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY AND PREPAREDNESS DAY



04-20-2024 COLUMBIA COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY AND PREPAREDNESS DAY



04-20-2024 COLUMBIA COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY AND PREPAREDNESS DAY



04-20-2024 COLUMBIA COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY AND PREPAREDNESS DAY



04-20-2024 COLUMBIA COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY AND PREPAREDNESS DAY



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Outreach Committee

– 35th Annual Oliver Hardy Festival

• October 5, 2024 from 9 AM – 4 PM

• Do the members desire to participate at 
the upcoming Oliver Hardy Festival?









COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Examinations

• CSRAHamExams.com



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Bylaws Committee

– Proposal / Second Reading 

• Section 2.07 – Board of Directors Elections

• Miscellaneous Updates and Grammatical Error 
Corrections





























COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Bylaws Committee

– Proposal / Second Reading 

• Section 2.07 – Board of Directors Elections



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Fund Raising Committee

– Pull out your tickets!!!



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Field Day Committee

– Marc Woodworth (KR4QT) – 2024 Co-Director

– Sam Reeder (WW4ZT) – 2024 Co- Director

• To Join the Field Day Committee
– You must join via Groups.io

– https://arcccinc.groups.io/g/fieldday/topics

Marc (KR4QT) Sam (WW4ZT)

https://arcccinc.groups.io/g/fieldday/topics


COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Repeater Committee

– Randall Blumberg (KN4FYG) – Co-Director

– Walter Brumbeloe (W4EFS) – Co-Director

• Completed Repeater Training Course

– 2 Consecutive Days of Training

• Class 1 - Saturday, March 30, 2024 – 9 AM to 5 PM

• Class 2 – Saturday, April 27, 2024 – 9 AM to  5 PM

– Class 2 Builds on what is learned in Class 1



03-30-2024 REPEATER COURSE CLASS 1 OF 2



03-30-2024 REPEATER COURSE CLASS 1 OF 2



03-30-2024 REPEATER COURSE CLASS 1 OF 2



03-30-2024 REPEATER COURSE CLASS 1 OF 2



04-27-2024 REPEATER COURSE CLASS 2 OF 2



04-27-2024 REPEATER COURSE CLASS 2 OF 2



04-27-2024 REPEATER COURSE CLASS 2 OF 2



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Repeater Committee

– Randall Blumberg (KN4FYG) – Co-Director

– Walter Brumbeloe (W4EFS) – Co-Director

• Belair Air Conditioner Swapped Out



04-21-2024 AIR CONDITIONER REPLACEMENT – BELAIR SITE



04-21-2024 AIR CONDITIONER REPLACEMENT – BELAIR SITE



04-21-2024 AIR CONDITIONER REPLACEMENT – BELAIR SITE



04-21-2024 AIR CONDITIONER REPLACEMENT – BELAIR SITE



04-21-2024 AIR CONDITIONER REPLACEMENT – BELAIR SITE



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Repeater Committee

– Randall Blumberg (KN4FYG) – Co-Director

– Walter Brumbeloe (W4EFS) – Co-Director

• Recently Donated Batteries

– 12 Volt, 220 Ah AGM

• 2 at Belair Site

• 2 at Pollards Corner Site

• 1 at Tobacco Road Site



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Repeater Committee
– Randall Blumberg (KN4FYG) – Co-Director
– Walter Brumbeloe (W4EFS) – Co-Director

• Repeater Survey Results (04-18-2024 07:38 EDT – 05-01-2024 23:59 EDT)
– The repeater committee is seeking input from the club 

members regarding the installation of digital mode 
communications at one or more of the repeater sites. Please 
select up to three (3) of the modes listed below. Thank you.
• 1. DMR (46 votes, 38.3%)
• 2. D-STAR (34 votes, 28.3%)
• 3. Yaesu Fusion (23 votes, 19.2%)
• 4. M17 (3 votes, 2.5%)
• 5. P25 (9 votes, 7.5%)
• 6. NXDN (5 votes, 4.2%)

– Election Statistics:
– 51 ballots cast, 96 ballots sent = 53% voted



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Repeater Committee

– Randall Blumberg (KN4FYG) – Co-Director

– Walter Brumbeloe (W4EFS) – Co-Director

• DMR Repeater

– UHF DMR Repeater at the Belair Road Site

– Acquisition of DMR Repeater Equipment



COMMITTEE UPDATES

Directors provide QUICK UPDATES on their committees

• IT
• Repeater
• Net Control
• Volunteer Examiner
• Constitution and Bylaws
• Field Day
• Asset/Inventory
• Nomination

• Chaplain and Visitation
• Fundraising
• Mentoring
• Outreach

Appointed Positions:
• K4KNS Trustee
• Public Information Officer
• QSL Manager



W4DV.club

ARCA General Meeting
May 21, 2024 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
POB-1 (formerly H2U) Building

Amateur Radio 
Club of Augusta

https://w4dv.club/


W4DV.club

3.935 LSB

https://w4dv.club/


K4NAB.org

NABRC General Meeting
May 13, 2024 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Department of Public Safety Station #2
501 W Five Notch Road

North Augusta, SC  29860

North Augusta - Belvedere 
Radio Club

https://k4nab.org/


East Central/Columbia County ARES

Susan Messick, WA0B
East Central District Emergency Coordinator

Columbia County GA ARES Emergency Coordinator

David Corsiglia, WA6TWF
Columbia County GA ARES Assistant Emergency Coordinator



AmRRON

Steven Kitchings, KN4RVU



REVIEW

• Review motions and assignments

• We would welcome your presentations and 
ideas for presentations. 

• Is there a motion to adjourn the meeting?



THANK YOU!!!
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