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AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
OF COLUMBIA COUNTY, INC.

GENERAL MEETING
MEETING #165

Tuesday, January 6, 2026
7 PM



INVOCATION



MEETING AGENDA

• Welcome & Introductions
• January 2026 Raffle Item Description
• Presentation: Winter Weather Preparations – Rusty (KG4HIR)
• Upcoming Events 
• Membership Applications
• Monthly Reports
• Business Items
• Committee Updates
• Amateur Radio Club of Augusta
• North Augusta Belvedere Radio Club
• East Central/Columbia County ARES
• AmRRON
• Review Motions and Assignments
• Adjourn



SWAP TABLE
Now at 
https://arcccinc.groups.io/g/swapsellortrade/topics

https://arcccinc.groups.io/g/swapsellortrade/topics


Welcome and Introductions

• Please Sign In on the Attendance Log

– Please PRINT Legibly

• Introductions

– QUICKLY Go Around the Room and Provide Your 
Name and Call Sign



MEETING RAFFLE

• RAFFLE FOR THE FOLLOWING ITEMS
– Barker and Williamson

• AC 3.5- 30 Folded Dipole

• Please see the Raffle Master for tickets!

• All ARCCC, Inc. Members get a free 
ticket

• Additional Tickets may be purchased for 
$1 each (or an arm length for $10)

• Nonmembers may purchase Tickets for 
$1 each



Barker and Williamson
AC 3.5 -30

Folded Dipole

80m to 10m
Sturdy Construction

Built sometime after May 2003
Good condition

Copyright Retained 2025

Any reuse or sharing of this information without the written permission of the author is prohibited



Copyright 2026 Robert McManus. All rights retained.
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Barker and Williamson
AC 3.5 -30

Folded Dipole

Band Freq SWR

80 3.500 2.6

3.750 2.3

4.000 2

40 7.000 2.3

7.150 2.1

7.300 2.1

30 10.100 1.9

10.150 1.9

20 14.000 1.3

14.175 1.3

14.350 1.2

10 28.000 2.1

28.875 2.4

29.700 2.9

• Antenna is 90’ long
• Erected as Inverted Vee
• Feed Point is 25’ high
• Ends at 5’
• Tested at antenna with 40’ RG-8X

Copyright 2026 Robert McManus. All rights retained.



Barker and Williamson
AC 3.5 -30

Folded Dipole

Performance on 80, 40, 30 and 20m
• Tested against EFHW
• Used FT-8
• 3 CQ cycles at 15 watts
• Collected results at 10 minutes
• All testing in 30 minutes

Reference Antenna:
• EFHW 129’ Long
• 49:1 TSFMR
• 30’ high

Copyright 2026 Robert McManus. All rights retained.



EFHW
• 310 contacts
• 9723 miles furthest
• 334 miles nearest

AC 3.5-30
• 273 contacts
• 4608 miles furthest
• 101 miles nearest

20 Meter Band

Copyright 2026 Robert McManus. All rights retained.



EFHW
• 95 contacts
• 2367 miles furthest
• 151 miles nearest

AC 3.5-30
• 103 contacts
• 2013 miles furthest
• 160 miles nearest

30 Meter Band

Copyright 2026 Robert McManus. All rights retained.



EFHW
• 73 contacts
• 1048 miles furthest
• 26 miles nearest

AC 3.5-30
• 60 contacts
• 984 miles furthest
• 26 miles nearest

40 Meter Band

Copyright 2026 Robert McManus. All rights retained.



EFHW
• 62 contacts
• 2001 miles furthest
• 135 miles nearest

AC 3.5-30
• 35 contacts
• 1048 miles furthest
• 145 miles nearest

80 Meter Band

Copyright 2026 Robert McManus. All rights retained.



Barker and Williamson
AC 3.5 -30

Folded Dipole

• Comments:
• Well built and durable

• 90’ Footprint
• Soldered joints
• 14awg SS or Plated copper wire
• Put it up and forget it!

• Heavy, best deployed using center support
• Performance is Ok, no better than EFHW
• Not easy to deploy (must be rolled-up on tubes)

Copyright 2026 Robert McManus. All rights retained.



Barker and Williamson
AC 3.5 -30

Folded Dipole

Questions????

Copyright 2026 Robert McManus. All rights retained.

I had fun   
playing in 
the river ..        



2025 HAM OF 
THE YEAR 
AWARD



2025 Ham of the 
Year Award



Presentation

Rusty Welsh – KG4HIR

Winter Weather Preps



WHAT ABOUT FUTURE THREATS?

• https://www.weather.gov/bmx/



CONSIDERATIONS

• Prepare for the following:
– Food
– Fuel
– Shelter
– Safety
– Meds
– Elderly
– Pets
– Special Needs

– Power Outages
• Climate Control
• Cooking
• Security



COLD TEMPERTURES (1)

• Protect Outdoor Plumbing
• Protect Plumbing in Exterior Walls

– Open Cabinet Doors to expose plumbing to heat

• Automotive/Generators
– Check Antifreeze
– Prep for Lower Pressure in Inflatables like tires
– Windshield and Mirror Covers (RainX)
– Ice Scraper

• Charge Batteries
• TURN OFF SPRINKLERS!!!



COLD TEMPERTURES (2)

• Salt for Sidewalks and Driveway
• Gather proper clothing
• Prepare for Power Outages

– Frozen Precipitation will cause trees and powerlines to 
fall

– Generator Preparations

• Top off Fuel Tanks
• Communications Methods?
• Monitor Forecasts
• TURN OFF SPRINKLERS!!!







UPCOMING EVENTS (1)
• 01-06-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting

• 01-10-2026  Greenwood Hamfest

• 01-10-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session (Last one till March)

• 01-10-2026  ARCCC, Inc. BOD Meeting 

• 01-24/25-2026 Winter Field Day

• 02-03-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting (Ropes and Knots)

• 02-13/15-2026 Orlando Hamcation

• 02-28-2026  Dalton, GA Hamfest

• 03-03-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting (Basics of On-Air Ops)

• 03-06/07-2026 Charlotte, NC Hamfest

• 03-14-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

• 03-14-2026?  Sevier County, TN Hamfest



UPCOMING EVENTS (2)
• 04-07-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting

• 04-04-2026?  Ridge Amateur Radio Club Tailgate Batesburg-Leesville

• 04-04-2026  Raleigh, NC Hamfest

• 04-11-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

• 05-05-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting

• 05-09-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

• 05-15/17-2026 Hamvention

• 06-02-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting

• 06-06-2026?  Atlanta Hamfest

• 06-13-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

• 06-27/28-2026 ARRL Field Day



UPCOMING EVENTS (3)
• 07-07-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting

• 07-11-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

• 08-04-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting (FD AAR)

• 08-08-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

• 08-08-2026?  Florence, SC Tailgate (W4ULH)

• 08-22/23-2026 Huntsville, AL Hamfest

• 09-01-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting

• 09-04/05-2026 Shelby, NC Hamfest

• 09-12-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session



UPCOMING EVENTS (4)
• 10-06-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting

• 10-10-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

• 10-10-2026  DFARG Hamfest/Swap Meet

   (Dutch Fork Amateur Radio Group)

• 10-16/18-2026 Jamboree-on-the-Air (JOTA)

• 11-07/08-2026 Stone Mountain Hamfest

• 11-03-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting

• 11-14-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

• 12-01-2026?  ARCCC, Inc. Annual Awards and Holiday Party

• 12-12-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session



ARCCC, Inc. Upcoming 
Presentations

• 01-06-2026 – Winter Preps

• 02-03-2026 – Ropes and Knots 

• 03-03-2026 – Basics of On-Air Operations

• 04-07-2026 – 

• 05-05-2026 – 

• 06-02-2026 – 



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS

Are there any ARCCC, Inc. Membership 
Applications for consideration?



ARCCC, INC. MONTHLY REPORTS

Treasurer’s Report 
• Update from Treasurer

– January 2026 Update

• November 2025
• December 2025

Secretary’s Report for                  
November 4th, 2025 meeting:

• 11-04-2025 Meeting Minutes

https://www.arccc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/11-04-2025-ARCCC-Inc.-General-Meeting-163-Minutes.pdf
https://www.arccc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/11-04-2025-ARCCC-Inc.-General-Meeting-163-Minutes.pdf
https://www.arccc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/11-04-2025-ARCCC-Inc.-General-Meeting-163-Minutes.pdf
https://www.arccc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/11-04-2025-ARCCC-Inc.-General-Meeting-163-Minutes.pdf
https://www.arccc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/11-04-2025-ARCCC-Inc.-General-Meeting-163-Minutes.pdf
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ARCCC, INC. MONTHLY REPORTS

2026 Annual Budget

• Request for Approval



KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS

• Simply visit 
www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com

• Login to your existing account or 
create an account

• Click on Community

• Enter “DF873” and Amateur Radio 
Club of Columbia County, Inc. should 
appear.

• Select our organization and donate!

$68.82 Received!!!

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/


Club Callsign Badges

Order at this link:
https://thesignman.com/clubs/columbiacogacart.html

https://thesignman.com/clubs/columbiacogacart.html


Business Items

• HamClubOnline.com

– **NOTE:  Membership Expiration Notices are sent 60 Days prior to the date 
of expiration.

– **NOTE:  There is a 7 Day Grace period where you can pay and not have to 
reapply for membership.

– ARRL Email Addresses are not valid, please update your email address within 
HamClubOnline
• ARRL Forwarding Email System is unreliable

• Groups.io
– https://groups.io/g/arcccinc

• Please email all monthly meeting presentation items to the President no less 
than 7 days prior to the General Meeting.

https://groups.io/g/arcccinc
https://groups.io/g/arcccinc








COMMITTEE UPDATES

Directors provide QUICK UPDATES on their committees

• IT
• Repeater
• Net Control
• Volunteer Examiner
• Constitution and Bylaws
• Field Day
• Asset/Inventory
• Nomination

• Chaplain and Visitation
• Finance
• Fundraising
• Mentoring
• Outreach

Appointed Positions:
• K4KNS Trustee
• QSL Manager
• Net Manager
• Presentation Manager
• Public Information Officer



2026 APPOINTMENTS

• K4KNS Trustee

– Randall Blumberg (KN4FYG)

• QSL Manager

– Dan Marshall (N4MI)

• Net Manager

– Dan Marshall (N4MI)

• Presentation Manager

– Eric Cagle (KK4ZHT)



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Finance Committee

– Randall Blumberg (KN4FYG)

– David Slabodnick (KO4LDS)



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Bylaws/Nominations Committee

– Jim Cunningham (KV4YA) – Co-Director

– Randall Blumberg (KN4FYG) – Co-Director



PROPOSED CONSTITUTION
AND BYLAWS UPDATES

1. Election System – Definition of responsibility and type of system
2. Membership – Voting and Non-Voting
3. Membership – Life Membership renewal and removal of purchase 

capability
4. Membership – Written Application removal
5. Membership – Dues to be recorded on website removal
6. Membership – Removal of unused and hard to track membership 

types
7. Compensation – Directive which is unable to be enforced
8. Presidential Discretionary Expenditures – Process clarification
9. Expenditures – Clarifies the process of expenditures out
10. 501(c)3 Status – Word Correction
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and Non-Voting
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5. Membership – Dues to be 
recorded on website removal



6. Membership – Removal of unused 
and hard to track membership types





7. Compensation – Directive 
which is unable to be enforced



8. Presidential Discretionary 
Expenditures – Process 

clarification



9. Expenditures – Clarifies the 
process of expenditures out





10. 501(c)3 Status – Word 
Correction





COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Nomination Committee
– Responsibilities

• Rookie Ham of the Year Award
– Accepted All Year Long!

• Thomas Kholi Ham of the Year Award
– Accepted All Year Long!

• Elections

• Jim Cunningham (KV4YA) – Co-Director

• Randall Blumberg (KN4FYG) – Co-Director



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Rookie Ham of the Year Award



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Thomas Kholi Ham of the Year Award



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• IT Committee

– Rusty Welsh (KG4HIR) – Co-Director

– Randall Blumberg (KN4FYG) – Co-Director

– Eric Cagle (KK4ZHT)



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Outreach Committee

– Dan Marshall (N4MI) – Co-Director

– Randall Blumberg (KN4FYG) – Co-Director



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Examinations

• CSRAHamExams.com



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Examinations

• CSRAHamExams.com



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Repeater Committee

– Randall Blumberg (KN4FYG) – Co-Director

– Walter Brumbeloe (W4EFS) – Co-Director



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Field Day Committee

– Edwin Davis (KQ4SRF) – 2025-2026 Sr. Co-Director

– Dan Marshall (N4MI) – 2026-2027 Jr. Co-Director

• To Join the Field Day Committee
– You must join via Groups.io

– https://arcccinc.groups.io/g/fieldday/topics

Edwin (KQ4SRF) Dan (N4MI)

https://arcccinc.groups.io/g/fieldday/topics
https://arcccinc.groups.io/g/fieldday/topics


DID YOU KNOW…

• The ARCCC, Inc. is only 1 
State Away from WORKING 
ALL STATES!

• ALASKA

• NEW MEXICO – 06-29-2025!



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Fund Raising Committee

– Pull out your tickets!!!

• Fund Raising Ideas are Welcome!



Barker and Williamson
AC 3.5 -30

Folded Dipole

• Comments:
• Well built and durable

• 90’ Footprint
• Soldered joints
• 14awg SS or Plated copper wire
• Put it up and forget it!

• Heavy, best deployed using center support
• Performance is Ok, no better than EFHW
• Not easy to deploy (must be rolled-up on tubes)

Copyright 2026 Robert McManus. All rights retained.



W4DV.club

ARCA General Meeting
January 20, 2026 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

POB-1 Building
1305 Interstate Parkway

Augusta, GA  30906

Amateur Radio 
Club of Augusta

https://w4dv.club/


K4NAB.org

NABRC General Meeting
January 12, 2026 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Aiken Regional Medical Center
302 University Pkwy, Aiken, SC 29801

Floor 6, Classroom A

North Augusta Public Safety Station 2 501 W Five 
Notch Road North Augusta, SC  29860

North Augusta - Belvedere 
Radio Club

https://k4nab.org/


East Central/Columbia County ARES

Susan Messick, WA0B
East Central District Emergency Coordinator

Columbia County GA ARES Emergency Coordinator

David Slabodnick, KO4LDS
Columbia County GA ARES Assistant Emergency Coordinator

David Corsiglia, WA6TWF
Columbia County GA ARES Assistant Emergency Coordinator



AmRRON

Steven Kitchings, KN4RVU



REVIEW

• Review motions and assignments

• We would welcome your presentations and 
ideas for presentations. 

• Is there a motion to adjourn the meeting?



THANK YOU!!!


	Default Section
	Slide 1: AMATEUR RADIO CLUB OF COLUMBIA COUNTY, INC.
	Slide 2: AMATEUR RADIO CLUB OF COLUMBIA COUNTY, INC.
	Slide 3: AMATEUR RADIO CLUB OF COLUMBIA COUNTY, INC.
	Slide 4: INVOCATION
	Slide 5: MEETING AGENDA
	Slide 6: SWAP TABLE
	Slide 7: Welcome and Introductions
	Slide 8: MEETING RAFFLE
	Slide 9: Barker and Williamson AC 3.5 -30 Folded Dipole
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: Barker and Williamson AC 3.5 -30 Folded Dipole
	Slide 13: Barker and Williamson AC 3.5 -30 Folded Dipole
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18: Barker and Williamson AC 3.5 -30 Folded Dipole
	Slide 19: Barker and Williamson AC 3.5 -30 Folded Dipole
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: Presentation
	Slide 23: WHAT ABOUT FUTURE THREATS?
	Slide 24: CONSIDERATIONS
	Slide 25: COLD TEMPERTURES (1)
	Slide 26: COLD TEMPERTURES (2)
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29: UPCOMING EVENTS (1)
	Slide 30: UPCOMING EVENTS (2)
	Slide 31: UPCOMING EVENTS (3)
	Slide 32: UPCOMING EVENTS (4)
	Slide 33: ARCCC, Inc. Upcoming Presentations
	Slide 34: MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS
	Slide 35: ARCCC, INC. MONTHLY REPORTS
	Slide 36: ARCCC, INC. MONTHLY REPORTS
	Slide 37: ARCCC, INC. MONTHLY REPORTS
	Slide 38: KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS
	Slide 39: Club Callsign Badges
	Slide 40: Business Items
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44: COMMITTEE UPDATES
	Slide 45: 2026 APPOINTMENTS
	Slide 46: COMMITTEE UPDATES
	Slide 47: COMMITTEE UPDATES
	Slide 48: PROPOSED CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS UPDATES
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54: 1. Election System – Definition of responsibility and type of system
	Slide 55
	Slide 56: 1. Election System – Definition of responsibility and type of system
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59: 2. Membership – Voting and Non-Voting
	Slide 60: 3. Membership – Life Membership renewal and removal of purchase capability
	Slide 61: 4. Membership – Written Application removal
	Slide 62
	Slide 63
	Slide 64: 5. Membership – Dues to be recorded on website removal
	Slide 65: 6. Membership – Removal of unused and hard to track membership types
	Slide 66
	Slide 67: 7. Compensation – Directive which is unable to be enforced
	Slide 68: 8. Presidential Discretionary Expenditures – Process clarification
	Slide 69: 9. Expenditures – Clarifies the process of expenditures out
	Slide 70
	Slide 71: 10. 501(c)3 Status – Word Correction
	Slide 72
	Slide 73: COMMITTEE UPDATES
	Slide 74: COMMITTEE UPDATES
	Slide 75: COMMITTEE UPDATES
	Slide 76: COMMITTEE UPDATES
	Slide 77: COMMITTEE UPDATES
	Slide 78: COMMITTEE UPDATES
	Slide 79: COMMITTEE UPDATES
	Slide 80: COMMITTEE UPDATES
	Slide 81: COMMITTEE UPDATES
	Slide 82: DID YOU KNOW…
	Slide 83: COMMITTEE UPDATES
	Slide 84: Barker and Williamson AC 3.5 -30 Folded Dipole
	Slide 85: Amateur Radio Club of Augusta
	Slide 86: North Augusta - Belvedere Radio Club
	Slide 87: East Central/Columbia County ARES
	Slide 88: AmRRON
	Slide 89: REVIEW
	Slide 90: THANK YOU!!!


