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INVOCATION



MEETING AGENDA

Å Welcome & Introductions
Å February 2026 Raffle Item Description
Å Presentation: Ropes and Knots ςRandall (KN4FYG)
Å Upcoming Events 
Å Membership Applications
Å Monthly Reports
Å Business Items
Å Committee Updates
Å Amateur Radio Club of Augusta
Å North Augusta Belvedere Radio Club
Å East Central/Columbia County ARES
Å AmRRON
Å Review Motions and Assignments
Å Adjourn



SWAP TABLE
Now at 
https://arcccinc.groups.io/g/swapsellortrade/topics

https://arcccinc.groups.io/g/swapsellortrade/topics


Welcome and Introductions

ÅPlease Sign In on the Attendance Log

ïPlease PRINT Legibly

ÅIntroductions

ïQUICKLY Go Around the Room and Provide Your 
Name and Call Sign



MEETING RAFFLE

Å RAFFLE FOR THE FOLLOWING ITEMS
ïBaofeng DM-32

Å2m/70cm Analog/DMR Portable

Å Please see the Raffle Master for tickets!

Å All ARCCC, Inc. Members get a free 
ticket

Å Additional Tickets may be purchased for 
$1 each (or an arm length for $10)

Å Nonmembers may purchase Tickets for 
$1 each



BAOFENG DM-32



Presentation

Randall Blumberg ς KN4FYG

ROPES AND KNOTS





Knot Tying 

Basics



Knot & Rope Safety

Safety
Rope, and sports associated with rope, can be dangerous. Wrongly handled, 

gripped, or tied, rope can kill, maim, or burn. You could be the victim! Handle rope 

with care, inspect and test any knot you tie, and respect any rope subject to a 

heavy load, e.g., a rope controlling a large sail, a mooring rope when you are 

docking or berthing, and especially your own climbing rope.

Watch Your Limbs
Never stand in a loop or a bight of a rope which may suddenly tighten, e.g. an 

anchor line or tow line. You have two legs when you are born. Guard them. That 

goes for any body parts, fingers, arms, and the like, watch out for coils and small 

loops. Even a small line wrapped around a finger can cause serious injury when 

put under sudden strain. And, avoid deliberately wrapping a line/rope around your 

hand to get a better grip. You may find that the rope has you rather than you 

having it.



Control
Never try to control a heavily loaded rope or fishing line with your bare hands. Take 

two or more turns round a post, winch, or cleat, and use appropriate equipment for 

fishing line. The danger associated with heavily loaded rope or fishing line is 

commonly learned by experience, which is often very painful and could be lethal.

Knots Weaken Rope
Because of knots, kinks, and imperfections, assume that even brand new rope will 

perform at no more than 50% of its rated breaking strength. And, when dealing with 

critical loads, it is vital to understand the magnitude of a sensible Safety Factor.

Working Load and Design Factor
The breaking strength must be markedly greater than the designed load. Although 

Safety Factor has often been used, Design Factor (DF) is now preferred. A compact 

summary is provided by the Cordage Institute Guideline CI 1401-15: ñAs a rule, the 

more severe the application, the higher the DF needs to be. Selection of a DF in the 

general range between 5:1 and 12:1 is recommended.ò

Accordingly, for live or critical loads the DF should be 12, i.e., a ropeôs breaking 

strength should be twelve times the load (12:1). To lift an average man, a breaking 

strength around a ton is indicated.



Rigging Angle
A rope strong enough to lift a given weight may be totally inadequate when the 

weight is hanging from the middle of the same rope stretched horizontally, e.g., 

when rigging a hammock. Too often the effect of such a rigging angle is not 

appreciated. In certain circumstances, such a mistake may be lethal.

Dynamic Loads vs. Dead Weights

Similar concerns apply to loads that are moving. A rope stopping a falling object 

may be subject to a load many times the objectôs weight.

Intermittent Loads
Many knots can loosen with prolonged intermittent strain. 

Security and Additional Half Hitches
Mooring lines are exposed to intermittent strains and it is wise to use additional 

half hitches or a seizing to provide greater security. A seizing is a wrap of small 

line holding the tail against another adjacent part of the knot. Although a seizing 

may be very secure, it is a nuisance because it cannot be easily ñuntiedò. By 

contrast, it is quick and convenient to add extra half hitches, and they are 

commonly found on the: Round Turn & Two Half Hitches, Rolling Hitch, Anchor 

Hitch, the Clove Hitch and, of course, the Square Knot.



Square Knot

Application:  Joining two ropes

Amateur Radio Example: The rope 
I brought was too short, so I need 
to join two pieces together.

u Strengths:

u Simple

u Strong

Weaknesses:

u It is easy to mis -tie this knot as 
a ògrannyó which is a much 
weaker knot 

u It can be difficult to untie after 
load has been applied

u It does not work well for ropes 
with different diameters















Sheet Bend
Application:  Joining two ropes 
(especially ropes of different 
diameters)

Amateur Radio Example: I need to 
connect the end of my wire 
antenna to a tree or stake with 
rope.

uStrengths:

uSimple

uWorks for ropes with different 
diameters

uCan be easily untied (even 
after load has been applied)

uWeaknesses:

uCan come undone (especially 
when load is not applied)















Two Half 

Hitches

Application:  Attaching a 
rope to an object

Amateur Radio Example: I 
need to tie my guy line to 
my guy ring on my mast.

uStrengths:

uSimple

uStrong

uWeaknesses:

uCan be difficult to untie 
(especially after load 
has been applied)





















Taut-Line 

Hitch
Application:  Joining a rope to 
an object

Amateur Radio Example: I 
need to tie my guy line to a 
stake or other object. It will 
need be adjustable but stay 
in place when I let go.

uStrengths:

uThe knot can be slid up 
and down the guy rope to 
ensure the line is taut

uWeaknesses:

uThe knot can slide back 
under large loads, causing 
the line to become slack























Clove Hitch

Application:  Joining a 
line to a post

Amateur Radio Example: 
I need a quick way to tie 
something to a tree or a 
pole.  

uStrengths:

uSimple

uWeaknesses:

uCan come undone 
(especially under 
large loads)















Larkõs Head 

(Cow) Hitch

Application:  Joining a rope to a 
post

Amateur Radio Example: 
Attaching your center fed balun 
to the mast.

uStrengths:

uSimple

uA bit stronger than a clove 
hitch

uCan be easily untied (even 
after load has been applied)

uWeaknesses:

uCan come undone (especially 
when load is applied)















Bowline

Application:  Joining lines bearing 
large loads to objects 

Amateur Radio Example: Lowering 
or raising an antenna or mast. Also 
Hanging items from trees or masts.

uStrengths:

uStrong

uCan be easily untied even 
after large loads have been 
applied

uWeaknesses:

uCan come undone when load 
is not applied or light

















You can also 
find step-by-
step pictures 
and videos 
of knots 
being tied as 
well as 
download 
their apps 
on your 
device(s).

http://www.animatedknots.com

No signal, no problem.

We designed our apps to travel anywhere 
you do, with no internet required. So get as 
remote as you want with the knots that you 
need.

Do you love advertising?

We need to apologize in advance, because 
our apps are nothing but knots. We are 
sure that there are other apps that will suit 
your needs.

http://www.animatedknots.com/


Presentation

THANK YOU!
Randall Blumberg ς KN4FYG

ROPES AND KNOTS



UPCOMING EVENTS (1)
Å 01-06-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting

Å 01-10-2026  Greenwood Hamfest

Å 01-10-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session (Last one till March)

Å 01-10-2026  ARCCC, Inc. BOD Meeting 

Å 01-24/25-2026 Winter Field Day

Å 01-31-2026  GARS TechFest

Å 02-03-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting (Ropes and Knots)

Å 02-13/15-2026 Orlando Hamcation

Å 02-28-2026  ARCA Swapmeet

Å 02-28-2026  Dalton, GA Hamfest

Å 03-03-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting (Basics of On-Air Ops)

Å 03-06/07-2026 Charlotte, NC Hamfest

Å 03-14-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

Å 03-21-2026  Sevier County, TN Hamfest



UPCOMING EVENTS (2)
Å 04-07-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting

Å 04-04-2026  Raleigh, NC Hamfest

Å 04-11-2026  Ridge Amateur Radio Club Tailgate Batesburg-Leesville

Å 04-11-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

Å 05-05-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting

Å 05-09-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

Å 05-15/17-2026 Hamvention

Å 06-02-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting

Å 06-06-2026?  Atlanta Hamfest

Å 06-13-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

Å 06-27/28-2026 ARRL Field Day



UPCOMING EVENTS (3)
Å 07-07-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting

Å 07-11-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

Å 08-04-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting (FD AAR)

Å 08-08-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

Å 08-08-2026?  Florence, SC Tailgate (W4ULH)

Å 08-22/23-2026 Huntsville, AL Hamfest

Å 09-01-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting

Å 09-04/05-2026 Shelby, NC Hamfest

Å 09-12-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session



UPCOMING EVENTS (4)
Å 10-06-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting

Å 10-10-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

Å 10-10-2026  DFARG Hamfest/Swap Meet

   (Dutch Fork Amateur Radio Group)

Å 10-16/18-2026 Jamboree-on-the-Air (JOTA)

Å 11-07/08-2026 Stone Mountain Hamfest

Å 11-03-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting

Å 11-14-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

Å 12-01-2026?  ARCCC, Inc. Annual Awards and Holiday Party

Å 12-12-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session



ARCCC, Inc. Upcoming 
Presentations

Å02-03-2026 ς Ropes and Knots 

Å03-03-2026 ς Basics of On-Air Operations

Å04-07-2026 ς Hats of Incident Command

Å05-05-2026 ς Net Control Operations

Å06-02-2026 ς ARDEN



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS

Are there any ARCCC, Inc. Membership 
Applications for consideration?



ARCCC, INC. MONTHLY REPORTS

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
ÅUpdate from Treasurer
ïFebruary 2026 Update

ÅJanuary 2026 Report

{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ for                  
January 6th, 2026 meeting:

Å01-06-2026 Meeting Minutes

https://www.arccc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/01-06-2026-ARCCC-Inc.-General-Meeting-165-Minutes.pdf
https://www.arccc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/01-06-2026-ARCCC-Inc.-General-Meeting-165-Minutes.pdf
https://www.arccc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/01-06-2026-ARCCC-Inc.-General-Meeting-165-Minutes.pdf
https://www.arccc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/01-06-2026-ARCCC-Inc.-General-Meeting-165-Minutes.pdf
https://www.arccc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/01-06-2026-ARCCC-Inc.-General-Meeting-165-Minutes.pdf
https://www.arccc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/01-06-2026-ARCCC-Inc.-General-Meeting-165-Minutes.pdf


KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS

ÅSimply visit 
www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com

ÅLogin to your existing account or 
create an account

ÅClick on Community

Å9ƴǘŜǊ άDF873έ ŀƴŘ Amateur Radio 
Club of Columbia County, Inc. should 
appear.

ÅSelect our organization and donate!

$68.82 Received!!!

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/


Club Callsign Badges

Order at this link:
https://thesignman.com/clubs/columbiacogacart.html

https://thesignman.com/clubs/columbiacogacart.html


Business Items

Å HamClubOnline.com

ï **NOTE:  Membership Expiration Notices are sent 60 Days prior to the date 
of expiration.

ï **NOTE:  There is a 7 Day Grace period where you can pay and not have to 
reapply for membership.

ï ARRL Email Addresses are not valid, please update your email address within 
HamClubOnline
Å ARRL Forwarding Email System is unreliable

Å Groups.io
ï https://groups.io/g/arcccinc

Å Please email all monthly meeting presentation items to the President no less 
than 7 days prior to the General Meeting.

https://groups.io/g/arcccinc
https://groups.io/g/arcccinc






Business Items



Technician Course

ÅARCCC, Inc. and Vineyard Church of Augusta

ïProvided Technician Course

Å7 Classes including Examination

Å14 New Technicians as of Thursday, January 29,2026

ÅCHIRP Programming Workshop

ïScheduled for ???

Å08:30 - Noon












