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INVOCATION



MEETING AGENDA

• Welcome & Introductions
• May 2026 Raffle Item Description
• Presentation: Basics of On Air Operations – Bill Clark (WK4F)
• Upcoming Events 
• Membership Applications
• Monthly Reports
• Business Items
• Committee Updates
• Amateur Radio Club of Augusta
• North Augusta Belvedere Radio Club
• East Central/Columbia County ARES
• AmRRON
• Review Motions and Assignments
• Adjourn



IMPORTANT NOTICE

The June 2026 ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting will 
be held at Martinez Bible Chapel

4352 Columbia Road, Martinez, GA 30907





MAY 2026 RAFFLE

• RAFFLE FOR THE 
FOLLOWING ITEM

– Yaesu FTM-3100 Mobile 
Radio

• 2 Meter / 65 Watt



SWAP TABLE
Now at 
https://arcccinc.groups.io/g/swapsellortrade/topics

https://arcccinc.groups.io/g/swapsellortrade/topics


Welcome and Introductions

• Please Sign In on the Attendance Log

– Please PRINT Legibly

• Introductions

– QUICKLY Go Around the Room and Provide Your 
Name and Call Sign



JUNE 2026 RAFFLE

• RAFFLE FOR THE 
FOLLOWING ITEMS

– MFJ-849 Digital SWR/Watt 
Meter



Presentation

Bill Clark – WK4F

BASICS OF ON AIR OPERATIONS
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Contents

HF Operations
How & Why Should I Operate HF?

• What Can You Accomplish?

• What Fun Can You Have?

• Operations Modes, Bands

• Overview of Operations – How 
do you make contacts?

• What bands are best for 
__________?

• Goals, Challenges, Rewards

VHF / UHF Operations
How & Why Should I Operate 
VHF/UHF?

• What Can You Accomplish?

• What Fun Can You Have?

• Operations Modes, Bands

• Overview of Operations – How 
do you make contacts?

• Goals, Challenges, Rewards



What is not included in this 

presentation?

 Digital voice modes such as DMR, D-Star, System Fusion

 How to program your radio

 Reminders about band privileges and constraints for your license class

 Recommendations for radios or software

 Anything you should have learned in getting your license

 Time-out-timers (sorry Rusty)



HF Operations – How & Why Should I Operate HF?

What do I need?

A transceiver capable of 
operating on HF frequencies.

An antenna that is resonant or 
can be tuned to the frequencies 
you want to operate on.

Logging software.

Willingness to talk to strangers.

What can I accomplish?

Make contacts world-wide.

Participate in contests.

Check in to nets.

Share information, ideas, 
experiences.

Learn from others.

Qualify for awards.



Operating Modes & Bands

Modes

•Single Side Band (SSB)

•Amplitude Modulation (AM), Frequency 
Modulation (FM)

•Continuous Wave (CW)

•Digital (FT8, FT4, RTTY, PSK31, JS8Call, WinLink, 
etc…)

•Split Frequency (not exactly a mode but…)

•Slow Scan Television (SSTV)

Bands

•160 meters (evening, night, early morning 
primarily, seasonal)

•80-75 meters (evening, night, early morning 
primarily)

•40 meters (24-hours although evening and night 
are better)

•30 meters (24-hours, digital & CW only)

•20 meters (24-hours)

•17 meters (~24-hours)

•15 meters (mostly daytime and early evening)

•12 meters (mostly daytime and early evening)

•10 meters (mostly daytime and early evening)



Operations – How do I make contacts?
 Tune across the band to get an idea of band conditions and who you can hear.

 QRM, QRN, Propagation

 If you hear someone calling CQ – ANSWER THEM!

 “CQ, CQ, CQ, Calling CQ 15 meters, this is WK4F, Whiskey Kilo Four Foxtrot, Calling CQ and 
Standing By” (if no response, repeat)

 “WK4F, this is Kilo Alpha Four Delta November Sierra, KA4DNS”

 “KA4DNS this is WK4F, good to talk to you today.  My name is Bill and I am located in Evans, 
Georgia.  I am using a Kenwood TS-890 pushing 100 watts into a hexbeam at 45 feet pointed north.  
You are five by nine – 59 here in Georgia.  Back to you, KA4DNS, this is WK4F.”

 “WK4F, this is KA4DNS. I go by Junior and I am located in Hickory, North Carolina. I’m also using a 
Kenwood, the TS-590 with 100 watts into a 3-element beam pointing south.  You are also five by 
nine – 59 here in North Carolina. I’ll throw it back to you, WK4F from KA4DNS.”

 “Thanks Junior, I believe we’ve worked each other before several years ago. I see you in my log 
from 2022. It’s a nice warm spring day here in Georgia, upper 70’s and everything has really 
greened up here. Plus we’ve got that little golf tournament thing going on this week. By the way, I 
went to school in North Carolina – North Carolina State to be specific. I retired a couple of years 
ago after working 36 years in the nuclear industry. So that’s a little about myself. I’ll send it back 
to you, KA4DNS, from WK4F.”

 You can keep this discussion going as long as you both want to.



Operations – Making Contacts (cont.)
 If you don’t hear anyone calling CQ – CALL CQ yourself.

 If you hear someone making a directional CQ call, be sure you fit their request before 
answering. For example, if someone is calling CQ DX from the United States, you don’t 
want to respond to them. But if you hear someone calling CQ Georgia – well they want to 
talk to you.

 Sometimes a contact is short and sweet – a POTA activation for example.

 You give them a signal report, your location (usual city & state and/or grid square) and they 
give you a signal report and their park number.

 If you work a lot of POTA stations, register on the POTA website for awards and to make 
spots.

 There is a significant amount of POTA activity during daylight hours on 20 meters – 
guaranteed contacts!

 You may be tuning across the band and hear tens of stations shouting their call signs all 
at once. This is a “pile-up” and usually involves a DX station or a special event station.

 You should listen to a pile-up for a little while before throwing your call out. They may be 
“listening up 5” (also referred to as split operation) or they may be going by call areas or 
continents. Listen first, then call.

 In a “pile-up”, you give them a signal report and location and they’ll give you a signal 
report and maybe their location. That’s usually it – they want to make as many contacts as 
possible so the exchange is quick and limited.



Operations – Making Contacts (cont.)
 Pick the right band for the type of contact you want to make.

 Casual Contacts (Rag chew) – 160 and 80/75 meters, but also 40, 15, 10 meters

 DX, POTA – 40, 20, 17, 15, 12, 10 meters

 CW, Digital Data – Any band

 Use Propagation to Your Advantage

 Pick the right combination of time of day, band, and conditions to increase your chances 
of making a contact where you want to.

 Check your Solar Conditions (HamClock, Geochron, QRZ.com, others)

 Work Grey-line

 We are just past the 11-year solar cycle peak so now is the time to work DX!

 Use other tools:

 POTA website to spot operators

 DX Summit, ClubLog, DXWorld, etc…, to spot DX stations

 Contest websites, State QSO parties, 

 Special Event Station lists (e.g., ARRL, QRZ), etc…



HF Operations

 Goals, Challenges, and Rewards

 Worked All States (cumulative and by band)

 DX Awards (Worked 100 Countries [DXCC], Worked All Zones, Worked All 

Continents, etc…)

 POTA – Parks on the Air

 SOTA – Summits on the Air

 State QSO Parties, CQ WW, CQ WPX, 13 Colonies, Special Event Stations

 Field Days

 Antenna Experiments using WSPR

 Weak Signal Propagation Report (WSPR) to compare antenna performance, directionality, 

time of day propagation conditions

 Use WSJT-X or dedicated low power transceiver



VHF / UHF Operations

What do I need?
A transceiver capable of 
operating on VHF and/or UHF 
frequencies.

An antenna that is resonant on 
those frequencies.

Willingness to talk to strangers.

What can I accomplish?
Participate in nets.

Participate in the passing of 
traffic.

Provide emergency 
communications.

Make local contacts, make new 
friends, talk with local hams.

Find out what is going on locally.

Learn & practice basic operating 
skills.



VHF / UHF Operating Bands

 50 – 54 MHz, 6 meters

 Contacts similar to HF but propagation is unpredictable

 Some repeaters & beacons

 Often referred to as the “magic band”

 144 – 148 MHz, 2 meters & 420 – 450 MHz, 70 centimeters

 Repeaters

 Simplex

 Satellites

 Cross-band Repeat

 Other Less Common Bands

 220 – 225 MHz, 1.25 meters

 902 – 928 MHz, 33 centimeters

 1240 – 1295 MHz, 23 centimeters

 Minimal traffic, very few repeaters, mostly specialty signals and activities



VHF / UHF 

Modes

 Frequency Modulation (FM)

 Simplex (still FM just not through 

a repeater)

 SSB (6m, sometimes 2m), AM, CW

 Automated Packet Reporting 

System (APRS)

 Digital Data Modes (limited)

 Satellites



Operations – How do I make contacts?

If you are listening to 
a repeater – and hear 
no one talking – 
Simply say “This is 
Whiskey Kilo Four 
Foxtrot monitoring 
*”.  That alone may 
get someone to come 
back to you and 
engage in a 
conversation.

Don’t just “kerchunk” 
the repeater – 
identify yourself!

* - Hams monitor multiple 
repeaters, consider saying 
“This is <call sign> 
monitoring the 985 repeater.

If you are listening to 
a repeater – and you 
hear people talking 
and you would like to 
contribute to the 
conversation – listen 
for an opportunity to 
jump in.  During a 
break in their 
discussion – simply say 
“WK4F with a 
comment” or just 
“WK4F”.  This will 
alert them that 
someone wants to 
enter the discussion.

If you have an 
emergency 
and someone 
is using the 
repeater – 
break in at the 
first available 
opportunity 
“Emergency 
Traffic WK4F” 
or something 
similar.

Simplex – 146.520 
MHz is the national 
simplex calling 
frequency.  Use it!  If 
you are at home, call 
out “This is Whiskey 
Kilo Four Foxtrot 
monitoring 146.52.”  
Same if you are 
driving.  “This is 
Whiskey Kilo Four 
Foxtrot monitoring 
146.52 on I-20 
heading to Atlanta.”

Simplex range depends 
on terrain – may be 
limited to five to 10 
miles maximum.



Participate in a Net!

www.augustaham.

net

There are numerous nets 
held each week in the CSRA.  
They present an excellent 
opportunity for you to get on 
the air, practice your on-air 
skills, and get to know other 
radio amateurs.

http://www.augustaham.net/
http://www.augustaham.net/


Having Fun on VHF / UHF

 Direction Finding – Fox Hunts

 Handheld radio, Directional antenna, Attenuator

 Repeater Coverage Maps

 Help a club map the coverage of their repeater

 Satellite Communications

 Handheld radio OR mobile / base station radio with VHF/UHF capabilities

 Usually need a directional antenna although an omni-direction vertical may work

 Software to predict satellite passes (cell phone apps, PC apps)

 Understand doppler effect on satellite uplink and downlink frequencies

 Voice Recorder

 Satellite exchanges are the quickest because the satellite is only in range for a few 
minutes

 Call sign and grid square only

 No time to write, listen to your recording later



And Finally………

 This is a hobby. Have fun. Learn. Meet people. Anyone who chastises you for 
using incorrect Q signals, giving the wrong exchange in a contest, or using 
the wrong wording in a comment – they are usually called “lids” or “sad 
hams”.  Ignore them and move on to the next contact.

 Experiment. Use a different radio each week you check in to a net. Use a 
different antenna.

 If you are rag chewing with someone, have them give you signal reports for various 
changes in your set-up – mic gain, antennas, radios, etc…  Its all about learning 
what works and what doesn’t.

 Chase DX stations. Chase awards. Give a POTA or SOTA station a contact. 
Activate a POTA station.

 Invite someone new to the hobby over to your home and show them your 
“shack”. Expose them to the hobby. Help the future generation of hams get 
on the air by acting as a control station. There isn’t one decent ham on the 
air who wouldn’t talk to a young person making his or her first contact under 
your supervision.



Presentation

THANK YOU!
Bill Clark – WK4F

BASICS OF ON AIR OPERATIONS



UPCOMING EVENTS (1)
• 01-06-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting

• 01-10-2026  Greenwood Hamfest

• 01-10-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session (Last one till March)

• 01-10-2026  ARCCC, Inc. BOD Meeting 

• 01-24/25-2026 Winter Field Day

• 01-31-2026  GARS TechFest

• 02-03-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting (Ropes and Knots)

• 02-13/15-2026 Orlando Hamcation

• 02-28-2026  ARCA Swapmeet

• 02-28-2026  Dalton, GA Hamfest

• 03-03-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting (HATS of IC)

• 03-06/07-2026 Charlotte, NC Hamfest

• 03-14-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

• 03-14-2026  ARES Annual Training (GPSTC)

• 03-21-2026  Sevier County, TN Hamfest



UPCOMING EVENTS (2)
• 04-07-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting (CANCELLED)

• 04-04-2026  Raleigh, NC Hamfest

• 04-11-2026  Ridge Amateur Radio Club Tailgate Batesburg-Leesville

• 04-11/12-2026 2026 Georgia QSO Party

• 04-11-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

• 05-02-2026  CC Public Safety and Preparedness Fair

• 05-05-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting (Basics of On-Air Ops)

• 05-09-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

• 05-15/17-2026 Hamvention

• 06-02-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting (AREDN)

• 06-06-2026?  Atlanta Hamfest

• 06-13-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

• 06-27/28-2026 ARRL Field Day



UPCOMING EVENTS (3)
• 07-07-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting

• 07-11-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

• 08-04-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting (FD AAR)

• 08-08-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

• 08-08-2026?  Florence, SC Tailgate (W4ULH)

• 08-22/23-2026 Huntsville, AL Hamfest

• 09-01-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting

• 09-04/05-2026 Shelby, NC Hamfest

• 09-12-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session



UPCOMING EVENTS (4)
• 10-06-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting

• 10-10-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

• 10-10-2026  DFARG Hamfest/Swap Meet

   (Dutch Fork Amateur Radio Group)

• 10-16/18-2026 Jamboree-on-the-Air (JOTA)

• 10-30/31-2026 Stone Mountain Hamfest

• 11-03-2026  ARCCC, Inc. General Meeting

• 11-14-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session

• 12-01-2026?  ARCCC, Inc. Annual Awards and Holiday Party

• 12-12-2026  CSRAHamExams Exam Session



ARCCC, Inc. Upcoming 
Presentations

• 05-05-2026 – Basics of On-Air Operations

• 06-02-2026 – AREDN (MARTINEZ BIBLE CHAPEL)

• 07-07-2026 – POTA



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS

Are there any ARCCC, Inc. Membership 
Applications for consideration?



ARCCC, INC. MONTHLY REPORTS

Treasurer’s Report 
• Update from Treasurer

– April 2026 Update

• March 2026 Report

Secretary’s Report for                  
March 3rd, 2026 meeting:

• 03-03-2026 Meeting Minutes

https://www.arccc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/03-03-2026-ARCCC-Inc.-General-Meeting-168-Minutes.pdf
https://www.arccc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/03-03-2026-ARCCC-Inc.-General-Meeting-168-Minutes.pdf
https://www.arccc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/03-03-2026-ARCCC-Inc.-General-Meeting-168-Minutes.pdf
https://www.arccc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/03-03-2026-ARCCC-Inc.-General-Meeting-168-Minutes.pdf
https://www.arccc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/03-03-2026-ARCCC-Inc.-General-Meeting-168-Minutes.pdf
https://www.arccc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/03-03-2026-ARCCC-Inc.-General-Meeting-168-Minutes.pdf


ARCCC, INC. MONTHLY REPORTS

Treasurer’s Report 

• Update from Treasurer

– May 2026 Update

• April 2026 Report



KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS

• Simply visit 
www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com

• Login to your existing account or 
create an account

• Click on Community

• Enter “DF873” and Amateur Radio 
Club of Columbia County, Inc. should 
appear.

• Select our organization and donate!

$68.82 + $35.66 Received!!!

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/


Club Callsign Badges

Order at this link:
https://thesignman.com/clubs/columbiacogacart.html

https://thesignman.com/clubs/columbiacogacart.html


Business Items

• HamClubOnline.com

– **NOTE:  Membership Expiration Notices are sent 60 Days prior to the date 
of expiration.

– **NOTE:  There is a 7 Day Grace period where you can pay and not have to 
reapply for membership.

– ARRL Email Addresses are not valid, please update your email address within 
HamClubOnline
• ARRL Forwarding Email System is unreliable

• Groups.io
– https://groups.io/g/arcccinc

• Please email all monthly meeting presentation items to the President no less 
than 7 days prior to the General Meeting.

https://groups.io/g/arcccinc
https://groups.io/g/arcccinc












COMMITTEE UPDATES

Directors provide QUICK UPDATES on their committees

• IT
• Repeater
• Net Control
• Volunteer Examiner
• Constitution and Bylaws
• Field Day
• Asset/Inventory
• Nomination

• Chaplain and Visitation
• Finance
• Fundraising
• Mentoring
• Outreach

Appointed Positions:
• K4KNS Trustee
• QSL Manager
• Net Manager
• Presentation Manager
• Public Information Officer





2026 APPOINTMENTS

• K4KNS Trustee

– Randall Blumberg (KN4FYG)

• QSL Manager

– Dan Marshall (N4MI)

• Net Manager

– Dan Marshall (N4MI)

• Form on Website under Net Schedules

• Presentation Manager

– Eric Cagle (KK4ZHT)



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Finance Committee

– Randall Blumberg (KN4FYG)

– David Slabodnick (KO4LDS)



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Bylaws/Nominations Committee

– Jim Cunningham (KV4YA) – Co-Director

– Randall Blumberg (KN4FYG) – Co-Director



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Nomination Committee
– Responsibilities

• Rookie Ham of the Year Award
– Accepted All Year Long!

• Thomas Kholi Ham of the Year Award
– Accepted All Year Long!

• Elections

• Jim Cunningham (KV4YA) – Co-Director

• Randall Blumberg (KN4FYG) – Co-Director



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Rookie Ham of the Year Award



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Thomas Kholi Ham of the Year Award



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• IT Committee

– Rusty Welsh (KG4HIR) – Co-Director

– Randall Blumberg (KN4FYG) – Co-Director

– Eric Cagle (KK4ZHT)



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Outreach Committee

– Dan Marshall (N4MI) – Co-Director

– Randall Blumberg (KN4FYG) – Co-Director



OUTREACH

• CHIRP Programming Workshop (COMPLETED)

– Saturday, March 7, 2026 @ 09:00

• ARCCC, Inc. and GDPH (COMPLETED)

– Provided Technician Course

• 7 Classes including Examination

• 5 New Technicians as of Thursday, March 19,2026



CHIRP PROGRAMMING – 03-07-2026



CHIRP PROGRAMMING – 03-07-2026



DRY ERASE BOARD – 03-14-2026



DRY ERASE BOARD – 03-14-2026



5 NEW TECHNICIANS!!! – 03-19-2026



RICHARD RISTAU – TECHNICIAN! – 03-19-2026

AND WINNER OF RADIO!



Technician Course

• All Instructors and People who helped make this 
course successful

• Georgia Department of Health East Central 
District for hosting the Amateur Radio Technician 
Course

THANK YOU!!!



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Net Control Committee

– Dan Marshall (N4MI) – Net Manager

• New ARCCC Net Control Console

– Testing Phase





COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Examinations

• CSRAHamExams.com



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Examinations

• CSRAHamExams.com



KATE BENNETT – TECHNICIAN! – 03-14-2026

AND WINNER OF RADIO! – KR4KSV – WB4KRB



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Repeater Committee

– Randall Blumberg (KN4FYG) – Co-Director

– Walter Brumbeloe (W4EFS) – Co-Director



SKYWARN OPERATIONS

• Will be held on the 
146.985 K4KNS 
Repeater until the 
W4DV 145.490 
Repeater is back in 
service



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Field Day Committee

– Edwin Davis (KQ4SRF) – 2025-2026 Sr. Co-Director

– Dan Marshall (N4MI) – 2026-2027 Jr. Co-Director

• To Join the Field Day Committee
– You must join via Groups.io

– https://arcccinc.groups.io/g/fieldday/topics

Edwin (KQ4SRF) Dan (N4MI)

https://arcccinc.groups.io/g/fieldday/topics
https://arcccinc.groups.io/g/fieldday/topics


DID YOU KNOW…

• The ARCCC, Inc. is STILL 
only 1 State Away from 
WORKING ALL STATES!

• ALASKA

• NEW MEXICO – 06-29-2025!



COMMITTEE UPDATES

• Fund Raising Committee

– Pull out your tickets!!!

• Fund Raising Ideas are Welcome!



W4DV.club

ARCA General Meeting
May 19, 2026 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

POB-1 Building
1305 Interstate Parkway

Augusta, GA  30906

Amateur Radio 
Club of Augusta

https://w4dv.club/


K4NAB.org

NABRC General Meeting
May 11, 2026 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Aiken Regional Medical Center
302 University Pkwy, Aiken, SC 29801

Floor 6, Classroom A

Cavalier’s Coffeehouse
336 Georgia Avenue, North Augusta, SC  29841

North Augusta - Belvedere 
Radio Club

https://k4nab.org/


East Central/Columbia County ARES

Susan Messick, WA0B
East Central District Emergency Coordinator

Columbia County GA ARES Emergency Coordinator

David Slabodnick, KO4LDS
Columbia County GA ARES Assistant Emergency Coordinator

David Corsiglia, WA6TWF
Columbia County GA ARES Assistant Emergency Coordinator



AmRRON

Robert McManus, KN4KQJ



REVIEW

• Review motions and assignments

• We would welcome your presentations and 
ideas for presentations. 

• Is there a motion to adjourn the meeting?



THANK YOU!!!
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